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City of Victoria Remembers Those Who Have Served 

Date: Thursday, October 29, 2015 For Immediate Release 

VICTORIA, BC – Every November, we take time to honour the men and women who have served our country. 
This year, the City of Victoria will reflect on the personal sacrifices made by our veterans, to remember the 
tragedies of war, and to value the peace that we live in. 
 
“It’s an honour to celebrate the generosity of people who have engaged in battle so that we might live in 
peace,” says Mayor Helps. “On this day we often reflect back on those who have fought in past wars, let us 
also remember and hold in our hearts those Canadians currently serving our country and of the sacrifices their 
loved ones with their mothers and fathers, sons and daughters far away.” 
 
The City will be participating in The World Remembers Project, an opportunity to remember WWI soldiers from 
Canada who made the ultimate sacrifice. From October 30 to November 11, the names of soldiers killed in 
1915 will be displayed on a digital presentation in the foyer of City Hall. The display will run during the regular 
business hours, and will focus on the names of the 5,472 Canadian soldiers who died in 1915. Citizens are 
welcome to visit City Hall and reflect on the names and stories of those soldiers while viewing the presentation.  
 
The names of soldiers from 12 other nations will also be included (United Kingdom, France, Turkey, Germany, 
Belgium, Czech Republic, Australia, New Zealand, Italy, Slovenia and the former British Indian Army); a total of 
516,681 soldiers who died in 1915 will be remembered. The last Canadian who fought in WWI, John Babcock, 
died in 2010. 694 Victoria residents were killed in WWI. 
 
As in years past, Mayor and Council will help kick off the start of the Poppy Campaign with a flag-raising at City 
Hall.  
 
MEDIA OPPORTUNITY: 

What:   Raising of the Poppy Flag  
When:  Friday, October 30, 2015 at noon 
Where:  Flag Pole in front of City Hall, Pandora Avenue 
 
The campaign is staffed entirely by volunteers through the Canadian Legion. Funds are used to provide 
financial assistance to serving and former Canadian Armed Forces and their families who are in need. Poppies 
will be on sale at City Hall. 
 
As the Capital City of British Columbia, Victoria has also been selected by the Federal Government for the “Toll 
of War” commemorative project on banners in the downtown area. The banners will highlight the stories of 
Victoria Cross recipients, reflecting Canadian history from 1914-1945, and from across the nation. This project 
is managed by the Milton F. Gregg Centre and funded through the Department of Canadian Heritage. The 
banners will be installed in time for Remembrance Day.  
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